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Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 18, 2026

Welcome
P  This is the day that the Lord has made!

C  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Confession and Forgiveness
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 
spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.  Amen.

P  Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P  Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our 
own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was 
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your 
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.

P  The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of 
water that never fails, God covers us in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives our sin 
in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give us strength to live for others, and bless us with the gift 
of peace.  Amen.

Praise Songs Holy Ground

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that
There are angels all around. Let us praise Jesus now,
We are standing in His presence on holy ground.
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You Are My Hiding Place

You are my hiding place,
You always fill my heart with songs of deliverance,
Whenever I am afraid I will trust in You, I will trust in You,
Let the weak say, “I am strong in the strength of the Lord.”

Repeat; end with I will trust in You the second time through

Prayer of the Day
P  Let us pray together.  Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold 
us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow 
you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

The Peace
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.  

First Reading   Isaiah 49:1-7           Please be seated
Everyone, listen, even you foreign nations across the sea. The Lord chose me and gave 

me a name before I was born. He made my words pierce like a sharp sword or a pointed 
arrow; he kept me safely hidden in the palm of his hand. The Lord said to me, “Israel, you 
are my servant; and because of you I will be highly honored.” I said to myself, “I'm 
completely worn out; my time has been wasted.  But I did it for the Lord God, and he will 
reward me.” Even before I was born, the Lord God chose me to serve him and to lead back 
the people of Israel. So the Lord has honored me and made me strong. 

Now the Lord says to me, “It isn't enough for you to be merely my servant. You must 
do more than lead back survivors from the tribes of Israel. I have placed you here as a light 
for other nations; you must take my saving power to everyone on earth.” Israel, I am the 
holy Lord God, the one who rescues you. You are slaves of rulers and of a nation who 
despises you. Now this is what I promise: Kings and rulers will honor you by kneeling at 
your feet. You can trust me! I am your Lord, the holy God of Israel, and you are my chosen 
ones.
….The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm    29
1 I patiently waited, LORD, for you to hear my prayer. You listened 
2 and pulled me from a lonely pit full of mud and mire. You let me stand on a rock with 
my feet firm,
3 and you gave me a new song, a song of praise to you. Many will see this, and they will 
honor and trust you, the LORD God.
4 You bless all of those who trust you, LORD, and refuse to worship idols or follow false gods.
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5 You, LORD God, have done many wonderful things, and you have planned marvelous things 
for us. No one is like you! I would never be able to tell all you have done.
6 Sacrifices and offerings are not what please you; gifts and payment for sin are not 
what you demand. But you made me willing to listen and obey.
7 And so, I said, “I am here to do what is written about me in the book, where it says,
8 ‘I enjoy pleasing you. Your Law is in my heart.’ ”
9 When your people worshiped, you know I told them, “Our LORD always helps!”
10 When all your people met, I did not keep silent. I said, “Our LORD is kind. He is 
faithful and caring, and he saves us.”
11 You, LORD, never fail to have pity on me; your love and faithfulness always keep me secure.
Second Reading   1 Corinthians 1:1-9

From Paul, chosen by God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from Sosthenes, who is 
also a follower.

To God's church in Corinth. Christ Jesus chose you to be his very own people, and you 
worship in his name, as we and all others do who call him Lord. My prayer is that God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will be kind to you and will bless you with peace!

I never stop thanking my God for treating you with undeserved grace by giving you 
Christ Jesus, who helps you speak and understand so well. Now you are certain that 
everything we told you about our Lord Christ Jesus is true. You are not missing out on any 
blessings, as you wait for him to return. And until the day Christ does return, he will keep 
you completely innocent. God can be trusted, and he chose you to be partners with his Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
….The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Verse           Please stand as you are able
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter.
(sung) Glory to you, O Lord.  

Gospel    John 1:29-42
The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said:
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! He is the one I told you 

about when I said, “Someone else will come, who is greater than I am, because he was alive 
before I was born.” I didn't know who he was. But I came to baptize you with water, so that 
everyone in Israel would see him.

I was there and saw the Spirit come down on him like a dove from heaven. And the 
Spirit stayed on him. Before this I didn't know who he was. But the one who sent me to 
baptize with water had told me, “You will see the Spirit come down and stay on someone. 
Then you will know that he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” I saw this 
happen, and I tell you that he is the Son of God.
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The next day, John was there again, and two of his followers were with him. When he 
saw Jesus walking by, he said, “Here is the Lamb of God!” John's two followers heard him, 
and they went with Jesus.

When Jesus turned and saw them, he asked, “What do you want?”
They answered, “Rabbi, where do you live?” The Hebrew word “Rabbi” means 

“Teacher.”
Jesus replied, “Come and see!” It was already about four o'clock in the afternoon when 

they went with him and saw where he lived. So they stayed on for the rest of the day.
One of the two men who had heard John and had gone with Jesus was Andrew, the 

brother of Simon Peter. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah!” The Hebrew word “Messiah” means the same as the Greek word 
“Christ.”

Andrew brought his brother to Jesus. And when Jesus saw him, he said, “Simon son of 
John, you will be called Cephas.” This name can be translated as “Peter.”
….The Gospel of the Lord. 
(sung) Praise to you, O Christ. 

Choir Anthem God Gives Us a Future with Hope 

Message

Hymn of the Day 
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The Apostles’ Creed
A  Let us profess our faith through the words of the Apostles Creed.
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people to work 
together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of 
society, whose birth we remember this week. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places, endangered species, 
and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected by natural disasters. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who speak truth to 
the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate for people in need. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or illness. Bring 
an end to social injustice and inequities of every kind, so that all people may have abundant 
life. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for those impacted by war and violence, for our men and women in the armed 
forces, and for first responders. We also ask for your blessing on Glenda, Ralph, and Arlen, 
and for those for whom we now pray, either in our hearts or aloud:

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Kindle in us a desire to help one 
another. Keep us mindful of our mission and guide the ministries of TOL, Augustana, Good 
Shepherd and Pr. Sohail’s South Asian Ministry, as we serve our neighbors in love. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude the faithful 
departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we may see you face to face. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.  
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving            Please stand as you are able
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the 
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love 
the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn (sung): 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might.  Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only 
Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks 
to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in 
his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

{P  Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.}

Communion Song Please be seated
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world; grant us peace.

Communion: Please be seated until the usher directs your row to the communion rail.  
Please come forward and stand or kneel. If you do not wish to receive communion, please 
come for a blessing. All who share our confession that Christ is present in the Sacrament are 
welcome to join us at the Lord's table. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. 
If you would like a gluten free wafer, please let Pastor know.

The Body of Christ given for you.

The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Post-Communion Blessing          Please stand as you are able
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A  Let us pray.  Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table 
with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn

Dismissal
A  Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

C  Thanks be to God.

MINISTERS:  All the Members of Our Congregation
PASTOR:  The Rev. Frederick Kopp

Church Office:  716-836-4868        Office Email: 
trinityoldlutheranchurch@gmail.com

Pastor’s Study: 716-836-4990          Email:  pastor_tol@verizon.net
Website: www.trinityoldlutheran.com

Music Minister:  Don Grabau Media Minister:  Jeff Ward
Today’s Worship Assistant:  Lanny Repman
Today’s Prayer Partner:  Charlie Schmidtke

Today’s Ushers:  Nancy Jackson and Nancy Repman
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Prayers and Announcements

Welcome:  We extend a very warm welcome to everyone worshiping with us today. 
If you are visiting, we are delighted to have you here, and we hope you enjoy your 
worship time. 

Prayer Partner Ministry:  Today’s prayer partner is Charlie Schmidtke. If you are 
in need of additional prayer, please see Charlie.  Prayers are confidential. 

Thank you:  Thank you, Charlie, for leading us in worship while Pastor Fred is on 
vacation.  We look forward to hearing your message!  Pastor Fred will return to work 
this Tuesday, January 20.  In his absence, Rev. Johanna Andritz is on call.  She can be 
contacted at 716- 870-8518 or by email at jdandritz@aol.com.

Offering:  Thank you for your gifts to TOL. There is an offering plate at the back of 
the sanctuary. If you send your offering through the US mail, please use checks only-
please don’t mail cash. We also have online giving through tithe.ly, which can be 
accessed through TOL’s website (www.trinityoldlutheran) or on your smartphone.

2026 Altar Flower Chart:  The new flower chart has been posted – please add your 
name for the dates you’d like to place flowers on the altar.  Thank you!

Mission for January:  Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is in need of assistance; 
we will designate donations to them to be used for where it is needed most.  Please 
place your donations in the marked envelopes in the narthex, or mail donations to the 
church (indicate on your check that it is designated for ELCA LDR).  Thank you!

Special Winter Collection for Friends of Night People:  You are invited to bring in 
winter items.  Please place warm gloves, hats, scarves and wool socks in the basket in 
the donation area. They also need thermal clothing, sleeping bags, blankets, boots, 
hand and foot warmers, hygiene items, lip balm and travel mugs (so individuals can 
take cocoa or coffee with them when they leave the facility). Thank you.

Adult Education:  Classes resume tomorrow, Monday, January 19 at 1 pm with a 
discussion of the Gospel of James.

Sermon Discussion/input:  Join Pastor Fred in a bag lunch discussion of the texts for 
the next month of sermons. The next meeting will be Wed., January 28, in the 
Fireside Lounge at TOL at noon for two hours.

Curtains Up:  On Saturday, May 2, please join us at Ellicott Creek Playhouse for a 
live performance of “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels.”  There is a sign up sheet on the main 
bulletin board.  We have 30 seats available.
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Operation Christmas Child: The suggested donation for January is yarn. Thank you 
for all your donations in 2025!

Devotionals and Calendars:  If you would like a “Christ in Our Home” devotional 
for January through March 2026, please pick one up in the narthex or call the 
church office at 716-836-4868 to have one mailed to you.  Also available in the 
narthex are 2026 calendars, courtesy of Roberts & Wedekindt Funeral Home.

Book and Puzzle Sale:  Please visit our Book Sale in the Resource Library, which is 
the first room in the hallway near the main bulletin board. Books and puzzles are 
always being added, and are available for a fraction of the cost at retail.  No cost for 
the greeting cards available. Proceeds are used for church building interior 
improvements, such as carpeting, door mats, etc.

Thank You for your Continuing Support of these ministries:
 - Non-perishable food items for the food pantry at Good Shepherd.
 - Aluminum can pull tabs for Ronald McDonald House – bin in hallway.
 - Dash’s Tapes for the Niagara Lutheran Health System – bin in hallway.
 - Cans and bottles to be recycled – barrel in hallway.
- Warm clothing and hygiene items for Friends of Night People– blue barrel.
 - Items for Operation Christmas Child boxes – bin in hallway.
 - Calendars for 2026 for Veterans Hospital – bin in hallway.

This week’s calendar

Please notify the Church 
Office of any schedule 
changes, member illness, 
prayer request, etc., so 
church staff can respond 
accordingly.  Office hours 
are Tuesday, 9 am – 1 pm, 
Thursday and Friday, 
9 am–12 noon.  

For a pastoral emergency, 
please contact Pastor Fred.  
For office related matters, 
please leave a voice mail 
message or send an email.

Sun 1/18 9:30 am
11 am
3:30 pm
7 pm

Worship Service at Augustana
Worship Service at TOL
Abiding Faith Worship
GA Meeting

Mon 1/19 10 am
1 pm
5:45 pm
6 pm

OA Meeting
Adult Ed 
Yoga
Sandwich Team #3

Tues 1/20 5:45 pm
7:30 pm

Chair Yoga
CoDA

Wed 1/21 5:45 pm Yoga
Thurs 1/22 9:30 am

5:45 pm
7 pm

Yoga
Yoga
GA Meeting

Fri 1/23 11 am Pr. Sohail’s South Asian Community
Sat 1/24 4 pm South Asian Worship Service
Sun 1/25 9:30 am

11 am
3:30 pm
7 pm

Worship Service at Augustana
Worship Service at TOL
Abiding Faith Worship
GA Meeting

Announcements: If you’d like to submit a bulletin or Tidings announcement, please send to 
trinityoldlutheranchurch@gmail.com or call 716-836-4868 by Wednesday morning. 
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TOL’s Free WiFi and Password:
N7W7y; Password = limp82hewer43dig


