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Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

December 24, 2025
7 pm

We’d like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone who’s worshiping with us 
tonight. If you are visiting for the first time, we are delighted to have you here. Enjoy 

your worship time with us, and God bless you!

Call to Worship

P:   We who walk in darkness
C:   have seen a great light:
P:   a light that is a joy for all the earth,
C:   a light that announces new life.
P:   In joy we greet this light.
C:  In this light we see that our savior has come.
P:   He is Immanuel.
C:  God with us.

Carol:  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the king of angels:
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Refrain
Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing , all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest.   Refrain

Greeting
P  May the grace and truth of Jesus, God’s Son, be with you.
C  And also with you.

Carol: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  
   Repeat Refrain

Prayer of the Day
P  Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen.

Reading:  Isaiah 9: 2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 
when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of 
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the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.
….The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Carol:  O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep, their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth.
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

Reading:  Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation 
of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds.
….The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Carol:  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

For lo! The days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years, shall come the time foretold,
When peace shall over all the earth, its ancient splendors fling, 
And all the world give back the song, which now the angels sing.
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Reading:  Luke 2: 1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
….The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Carol:  Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with you there.

Reading:  Luke 2: 8-20
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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….The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Choir Anthem:    Christmas Grace

Christmas Message

Carol: What Child is This
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh,
the babe, the son of Mary!

The Prayers
A  With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 
church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church proclaims 
the good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew 
the splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be 
wise stewards of your gifts for the sake of generations to come. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all 
people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, 
and healing where there is disease. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.
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You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those 
who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any 
who are in pain. Shelter refugee families and those who have no home. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your lovingkindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this season is 
lonely or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing 
distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the 
saints of every time and place who have praised you with lives of faith and humility. 
Inspire us by their example to love you by serving others. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for 
whom we pray to the mercy of God.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen

Service of Light
The Pastor lights a candle from the Christ Candle, then gives the light to ushers who 
take it to the person at the center aisle of each pew. The light is passed on from the 
center aisle outward. Never tilt the lighted candle; keep it upright when giving the light 
to others. Candles should remain lit through the singing of “Silent Night”.   

Reading:  John 1:1–14    Please stand as you are able
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
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children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
….The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Carol:   Silent Night/Night of Silence
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Blessing
P  May the Lord God, who has called you out of darkness to be servants of light, grant 
you the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and the peace of the Christ 
Child. In the name of Almighty God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Extinguish candles

Carol:  Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing.
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing!

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove,
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Dismissal
Go into the peace of this night! Christ is with us!

Thanks be to God!

Merry Christmas!

Liturgical elements: Sundays & Seasons, Augsburg Fortress-License No. 26761
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MINISTERS:  All the Members of Our Congregation
PASTOR:  The Rev. Frederick Kopp

Church Office:  716-836-4868        Office Email: trinityoldlutheranchurch@gmail.com
Pastor’s Study: 716-836-4990          Email:  pastor_tol@verizon.net

Website: www.trinityoldlutheran.com
Music Minister:  Don Grabau

Worship Assistant:  Charlie Schmidtke
Media Minister:  Jeff Ward

Thank you to the TOL Handbell Choir and to our vocalists Barb and Juli Yendall.

Offering:  Thank you for your gifts to TOL.  There is an offering plate at the back of 
the sanctuary.  If you send your offering through the US mail, please use checks only-
please don’t mail cash.  We also have online giving through tithe.ly, which can be 
accessed through TOL’s website homepage (www.trinityoldlutheran). If you have a 
smartphone, you can download the tithe.ly app.  Instructions for both ways of giving 
through Tithe.ly are on our website’s homepage.  Please call the office at (716) 836-
4868 if you have any questions. 

TOL’s Free WiFi and Password:
N7W7y; Password = limp82hewer43dig

Christmas Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God
in Celebration of Jesus’ birth from:

Velma Achenbach
Barb and Dick Edwards

Elaine Geschwender
Don and Lois Grabau

Barb Maugans
Lanny and Nancy Repman

Sharon Wall
Jeff Ward

Kathy and Dan West
The Yendalls in memory of Bob and Gwen Oberg


