WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

For Meditation:
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers
in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’
mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people,
called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In
words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our
truth, our life.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christisrisen indeed. Alleluia!

May 3, 2026 P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and
5th Sunday of Easter
to the Lamb!

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH C: Amen.

Welcoming TOL & Auqustana

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Rev. Aileen Robbins, Presiding

Adam Arends, Transition Pastor Water is poured into the font.
pastor.gslc.tona@gmail.com

Office Administrator: Jessica Lawrence P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
Organist: Erin Eno You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of
2669 Sheridan Drive, Tonawanda NY 14150 creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for
Love God. Serve the Community. Phone: (7] 6) 832-5390

: the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
Grow in Faith. Renew in Christ. E-Mail: office.gslc.tona@gmail.com

Website: GSLCTONA.ORG C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.



: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on
our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you
honor and praise, now and forever.

: Amen.

GATHERING SONG

The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done ELW 366

The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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1 The strife is o’er, the bat - tle done; now 1is the vic - tor’s
2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick-ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn - ing gates of hell; the bars from heav’'n’s high
5 Lord, by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free  your

tri - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
has  dis-persed. Let shouts of ho - ly joy out-burst. Al-le - lu - ia!
from the dead. All glo-ry to our ris - en head! Al-le - lu - ia!
por - tals fell. Lethymns of praise his tri - umph tell. Al-le - lu - ia!
ser - vants too, that we may live and sing to you. Al-le - lu - ia!
0. After the final stanza . . . .
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le -1lu - da, al-le-lu - ia!
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
FEAST OF VICTORY
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

>> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. % “Look,”
he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!” > But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. % Then they dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. *® While they were stoning Stephen,

n 60

he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” > Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

When he had said this, he died.
A: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

A: Inyou, O Lord, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
C: Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

A: Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag
and my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide
me.

C: Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for
you are my tower of strength.

A: Into your hands | commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, God of truth.

C: My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my
enemies, and from those who persecute me.

A: Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast
love.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

* Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow into salvation  if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good. * Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God's sight, and ° like living stones let your-
selves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. °® For it
stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
’This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not be-
lieve,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”

8and



"A stone that makes them stumble

and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do. °But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

** Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;

once you had not received mercy,

but now you have received mercy.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
We rise, in body or spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

P: Areading from the Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th
chapter.
C: Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. * In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
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prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you
may be also. * And you know the way to the place where | am going.”

> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” © Jesus said to him, “l am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’ If you
know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.”

® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” ® Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father? *° Do you not believe
that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. * Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, but
if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. ** Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to
the Father. * | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. * If in my name you ask me for anything,
I will doit.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord .
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

SERMON
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We rise, in body or spirit.
HYMN OF THE DAY
O Jesus, | Have Promised ELW 810
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Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is eV - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.

1 see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.

I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er mnear me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul

oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

NICENE CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith:
C: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Please remain standing, or kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

A: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone.
Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim
forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

R1: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas,
mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages
of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

R2: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies
to be instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and
organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates
for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

R3: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual
support and to witness to your love in the world. Make your
presence known among those unable to attend worship today.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
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C:

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who
grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick,
especially ... (insert prayers from sheet here)... and others spoken
aloud or uplifted silently in our hearts at this time (pause for prayer).
Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in
this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P:

C:

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your
people, so that we are never separated from you. We give you
thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts
in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Congregants are invited to extend greetings to others
with a smile and wave, while remaining in place.

Please be seated.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY COLLECTION P: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
We rise, in body or spirit. give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord

OFFERTORY HYMN C: Amen.
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (Vs. 4 only) ELW 367
0 | : THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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1 Now all the vault of heav’'n re - sounds . H
2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings, C: And also with you.
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring p. Lift heart
: Lift up your hearts.
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na

in the high - est

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed
one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it

for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our
table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:
C:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION Now the Green Blade Rises
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. (0 | — : i : — |
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/ iy 3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the 1is - en  grain,
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
B POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
H— —r— e B s B E——— q P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
ot [ < 1 |
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sin  of the world; grant us peace. keep youin God's grace.
C: Amen.
Please be seated.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN A: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of

life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son'’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

C: Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you
peace.

C: Amen.

SENDING SONG

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris-tians sing. The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.
DISMISSAL

P: Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

TOL Announcements

Augustana & Good Shepherd Congregations
ARE INVITED to Our Events; We’'d Love to See You!

Adult Education: The final class of this semester takes place on
Monday, May 11 at 1 pm in person and on Zoom. The discussion will be
about James and Mary Magdalene.Please contact Charlie Schmidtke if
you need a Zoom invite.

Women’s Lunch Group: You are invited to join the group for lunch
on Thursday, May 14 at 12:30 pm, at Lebro’s Restaurant, 330
Campbell Blvd., Getzville. Please contact Judy Menz or Barb Maugans
if you have any questions.

Chicken Chowder Sale: TOL will be holding a chicken chowder sale
on Saturday, May 16, starting at 12 noon. It’s a popular event, and the
chowder tends to sell out fast so come early! Want to get involved?
There are many ways to help make this fundraiser a success. Sign up on
the bulletin board or speak with Matt Grabau. Visit the ingredient sign-
up board in the Narthex. If you're donating produce, please drop it off at
TOL during the week of May 11. We'll be prepping the vegetables on
Friday, May 15. Tell your family, friends and neighbors about TOL's
chowder!

SAVE the DATE! Adult Retreat: Our annual Adult Retreat at
beautiful Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center will be the weekend of

October 2 - 4. The sign-up sheet is available on the main bulletin
board.

Augustana Book Club

NORWEGIAN &r NIGHT

BY DEREK B. MILLER

-9 = The NY Times describes the book as having
W lth Babke[ Raﬂ] € ‘the brains of a literary novel and the body of a thriller.”

& Bake Sale " : — i

Thursday, April 23 at 6:30 pm
3143 Eggert Rd., Tonawanda

* ) % ) Questions?: augustchurch@yahoo.com / (716) 832-5720
* rSave the Date! *,*
* . * .
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Good Shepherd Pews

May 3, 2026

sth Sunday of Easter

|T|' Worship Assistants 'I' “5@/"% UP NEXT WEEK

This Sunday, May 3rd

Presiding Rev. Aileen Robbins
Assistant  Mark Paeplow
Ushers Dennis Garland
Sam Grieco
Tabulators Team1

Next Sunday, May 10th
Preaching Jacob James, Sem.
Ushers Kevin Cronyn

TBD
Tabulators Team 2

Weekly Attendance:

In-Person Online
'I % e Apr.26 35 2
Apr. 19 31 7

vi.. Altar Flowers & ..
are in loving memory of

Irma Weimer

given by
Dave Weimer & Sally Kiyani.

Adult & Youth
Christian Education
10a  Worship Service

May3 o9a

11:15a Worship & Music Mtg.

3p Girl Scouts

May 4 9a-2p Office Hours

8p Sheridan AA
May 6 9ga-2p Office Hours
May7 7p Al-Anon/Al-Ateen
May 8 9ga-2p Office Hours

May 10 MOTHER’S DAY!
9a Adult & Youth
Christian Education
10a  Worship Service

D
D>=;=

> O

Outdoor Worshiﬁ
and Picnic

 Save the Date:

Joint

Sunday, August 30-i;h'

GS Financial Status
YTD Thru: March 31, 2026

Income: $31,828.92
Expenses: $38,905.72
Deficit: ($7,076.80)

Forgot Your

Envelopes?
Tithe with Venmo...

Become A Thrivent Member

‘ and
Turn $20
l Into $250

to Support GSLC Ministries!

It’s Magic Math!‘

Registration Information is on the Table
in the Narthex. Questions? See Betty Ann Schaertel.

Mo This Week’s =%,
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This Week We Celebrate...

Birthdays of:
May 6  Kristen Peruski
3 ¢ May 10 Elena Flynn

P e T

Baptismal Anniversaries of:

in May
May 6

Isaac Heppner
Pam Sutton

& xy o\

[N = 8§ 2% 3. 8 A " a%e

Good Shepherd
Book Club

For May:

Evie Porter has everything a nice Southern

girl could want: a doting boyfriend, a house
with a white picket fence, great friends.

The catch? Evie Porter doesn’t exist!

Evie Porter must stay one step ahead of her
past while making sure there’s still a future in

front of her. The stakes couldn’t be hlgher but

then, Evie has always liked a challenge. .

Discussion:
Thursday, May 28th
7:30 PM on Zoom

Contact Betty Schaertel or Pam Weinreich for Zaom Info.

#%  GSLC Food Pantry

JOO

.. E Ttems of the Month

Please consider buying a few items
when doing your regular food shopping.

For May
Rice 4+ Tuna 4+ Brownie Mix
THANK YOU for your continued support.

/{j Please Dennis Ga.'rland
oy i Pray Martha Gill
N\~ for.. Gregg Golding

_ David Harris
Sue Biggs Pat Harris
Howard Brave Scott Harris
Bill Caito Jake James
Nancy Carter Marlene Janda
Winnie Currier & Family
Mike Dewey Arlen & The

Fran Dlugosz
Florence Doran
Beverly Dust

Jenkins Family
Barbara Jezek
John Johnson

Bill Flore Donna Joyner
Mary Fonzi Abby Keidel
Bea Garland

The Kordasiewicz Mary Jane Ricci

Family Dianne Riordan
Jeanette Krieger  Reese Rogers
Jack Lang Michelle S.

The Lawrence Brian Serena
(Garland) Family Cole Sinatra

Linda Lubs Stephen Spath
Jean M. Barbara Stavinoha
Callie Maddox Judy Thurston
Julie Maddox Greg VanDusen
Maria Martina Kathy VanDusen
Rob Mitchell Robert Wagner
Heidi Pepon Matthew Wright

Kristen Peruski

KarlReifschneider :and othersin

our hearts

GSLC, Tonawanda, N.Y., May 3, 2026. Adapted from sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Allrights reserved. Music copied with permission: CCLI 11291830, 21062121.




